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“With respect to the two words “general welfare,” I have always regarded them as qualified by the detail of powers connected with them. To take them in a literal and unlimited sense would be a metamorphosis of the Constitution into a character which there is a host of proofs was not contemplated by its creators.”
–James Madison 

News Letter No.  12

Title: Socialism.  Are we there yet?


California is there. How much longer can the rest of us hold out?  California is an experiment in Socialism.  For over 30 years, socialist have controlled the legislature of that state and the results are in.  California is BANKRUPT.  Not only Financially, but morally at well.  How did they do this?  The old fashion way.  They did it by buying votes.  Look at Retirees for instance.  In California, a public employee can make up to $499,000 per year in Retirement!  (I thought that was only possible at the Federal Level.  Hum).  And there are many who make over $100,000 IN RETIREMENT. What does this buy?  Reliable votes for one thing.  I know of a person who worked at one of the largest companies in the world for 37 years and was a fairly highly paid employee.  After all that time, his pension is about half of these people’s.  Go here to read more - http://www.appeal-democrat.com/articles/california-77346-public-wondered.html
And what about those lovely Union Employees.  Well, they of course get these pensions too.  A Retired Fire Fighter after about 30 years of service can retire at almost their FULL PAY.  And while they are working, many pull in as much as $100,000 in overtime pay.  Is it any wonder why they are having trouble making ends meet?  Go here to read more -  http://ocblog.typepad.com/ocblog/2006/04/there_a_reason_.html .  And to complete the trifecta, we have the Illegal Aliens, another reliable voting block for Socialist.  Annually, these people cost California over $400,000,000 per year in health care and another $500,000,000 in welfare payments.  And this does not even include the cost of paying to educate these people who SHOULD NOT BE HERE IN THE FIRST PLACE – Go here to read more -  http://www.the-signal.com/news/article/12489/ .  So now that you know a small part of why these people are in such financial ruin, you will feel much better knowing that your tax dollars will help them from having to make those tough decisions….like STOPPING THIS NONSENSE!


Because I said so.  Do you remember when you were a kid and someone would want you to do something and you would ask “Why?” and they would say, “Because I said so”.  Well, apparently big people do this too.  When asked by a reporter Robert Gibbs about where Obama got the authority to be giving tax payer money to automobile companies, he said “legislation approved by Congress last fall gave the Obama administration all of the authority needed to take ownership of General Motors this week”.  Humm.  And just where did Congress get the authority to give this authority to these people?  No Where.  They don’t have it.  NOTHING in the constitution gives congress or the president any power to take over ANY private company.  They are running our Government by fiat, whim and sense of smell.  This whole outfit should be impeached for allowing and directing action NOT in their delegated powers.  We never told them they could.  And that is what really matters. Go here to read more - http://www.cnsnews.com/public/content/article.aspx?RsrcID=49012  


Do you FEEL the POWER!  You do know that we don’t have to put up with this nonsense don’t you?  If you read the last news letter, and the story about the Star Trek Episode “A Mission of Mercy” we are just like the Organians.  We have the power.  It is called the State Legislature and the using our supreme power to call a Constitutional Convention to make Amendments.  

Article V - 

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress;

I had included the link to Randy Barnett’s proposed amendments in an earlier News Letter.  But I wanted to make sure everyone read it.  Please read each one and you will see that this is a pretty darn good roadmap to taking back American.  I have a suggestion and request at the end.

A Bill Of Federalism

Randy E. Barnett, 05.20.09, 04:11 PM EDT 

A detailed proposal to redress the imbalance between state and federal power.

Resolution for Congress to Convene a Convention to Propose Amendments Constituting a Bill of Federalism 

Whereas Article I of the Constitution of the United States begins "All legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States"; and

Whereas the Congress of the United States has exceeded the legislative powers granted in the Constitution thereby usurping the powers that are “reserved to the states respectively, or to the people” as the 10th Amendment affirms and the rights “retained by the people” to which the Ninth Amendment refers; and

Whereas the Supreme Court of the United States has ignored or misinterpreted the meaning of the Constitution by upholding this usurpation;

To restore a proper balance between the powers of Congress and those of the several States, and to prevent the denial or disparagement of the rights retained by the people, the legislature of the State of ________ hereby resolves: 

First, that Congress shall call a convention, consisting of delegates from the several States selected by procedures established by their respective legislatures, for the purpose of proposing the following articles be added as separate amendments to the Constitution of the United States, each of which shall be valid to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitution when separately ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States; and

Second, that any previous memorial for a convention under Article V of the Constitution of the United States by this legislature is hereby repealed and without effect; and 

Third, that copies of this memorial shall be sent to the secretary of state and presiding officers of both houses of the legislatures of each of the several states in the union, the clerk of the United States house of representatives, the secretary of the United States senate, and to each member of the ________ congressional delegation; and 

Fourth, that this memorial for a convention is conditioned on the memorials of two-thirds of the legislatures of the several states proposing the exact same language contained in some or all of the following articles, and is to remain in effect unless repealed by resolution of this legislature prior to the memorials of two-thirds of the states being reported to Congress:

Article [of Amendment 1] -- [Restrictions on Tax Powers of Congress] 

Section 1. Congress shall make no law laying or collecting taxes upon incomes, gifts, or estates, or upon aggregate consumption or expenditures; but Congress shall have power to levy a uniform tax on the sale of goods or services. 

Section 2. Any imposition of or increase in a tax, duty, impost or excise shall require the approval of three-fifths of the House of Representatives and three-fifths of the Senate, and shall separately be presented to the president of the United States.

Section 3. This article shall be effective five years from the date of its ratification, at which time the 16th Article of amendment is repealed.

Article [of Amendment 2] -- [Limits of Commerce Power] 
The power of Congress to make all laws which are necessary and proper to regulate commerce among the several states, or with foreign nations, shall not be construed to include the power to regulate or prohibit any activity that is confined within a single state regardless of its effects outside the state, whether it employs instrumentalities there from, or whether its regulation or prohibition is part of a comprehensive regulatory scheme; but Congress shall have power to regulate harmful emissions between one state and another, and to define and provide for punishment of offenses constituting acts of war or violent insurrection against the United States.

Article [of Amendment 3] -- [Unfunded Mandates and Conditions on Spending] 

Congress shall not impose upon a State, or political subdivision thereof, any obligation or duty to make expenditures unless such expenditures shall be fully reimbursed by the United States; nor shall Congress place any condition on the expenditure or receipt of appropriated funds requiring a State, or political subdivision thereof, to enact a law or regulation restricting the liberties of its citizens.

Article [of Amendment 4] -- [No Abuse of the Treaty Power] 

No treaty or other international agreement may enlarge the legislative power of Congress granted by this Constitution, nor govern except by legislation any activity that is confined within the United States. 

Article [of Amendment 5] -- [Freedom of Political Speech and Press] 

The freedom of speech and press includes any contribution to political campaigns or to candidates for public office; and shall be construed to extend equally to any medium of communication however scarce. 

Article [of Amendment 6] -- [Power of States to Check Federal Power] 

Upon the identically worded resolutions of the legislatures of three quarters of the states, any law or regulation of the United States, identified with specificity, is thereby rescinded.

Article [of Amendment 7] -- [Term Limits for Congress] 

No person who has served as a Senator for more than nine years, or as a Representative for more than eleven years, shall be eligible for election or appointment to the Senate or the House of Representatives respectively, excluding any time served prior to the enactment of this Article.

Article [of Amendment 8] -- [Balanced Budget Line Item Veto] 

Section 1. The budget of the United States shall be deemed unbalanced whenever the total amount of the public debt of the United States at the close of any fiscal year is greater than the total amount of such debt at the close of the preceding fiscal year.

Section 2. Whenever the budget of the United States is unbalanced, the President may, during the next annual session of Congress, separately approve, reduce or disapprove any monetary amounts in any legislation that appropriates or authorizes the appropriation of any money drawn from the Treasury, other than money for the operation of the Congress and judiciary of the United States.

Section 3. Any legislation that the President approves with changes pursuant to the second section of this Article shall become law as modified. The President shall return with objections those portions of the legislation containing reduced or disapproved monetary amounts to the House where such legislation originated, which may then, in the manner prescribed in the seventh section of the first Article of this Constitution, separately reconsider each reduced or disapproved monetary amount.

Section 4. The Congress shall have power to implement this Article by appropriate legislation; and this Article shall take effect on the first day of the next annual session of Congress following its ratification.

Article [of Amendment 9] -- [The Rights Retained by the People] 

Section 1. All persons are equally free and independent, and have certain natural, inherent and unalienable rights which they retain when forming any government, amongst which are the enjoying, defending and preserving of their life and liberty, acquiring, possessing and protecting real and personal property, making binding contracts of their choosing, and pursuing their happiness and safety. 

Section 2. The due process of law shall be construed to provide the opportunity to introduce evidence or otherwise show that a law, regulation or order is an infringement of such rights of any citizen or legal resident of the United States, and the party defending the challenged law, regulation, or order shall have the burden of establishing the basis in law and fact of its conformity with this Constitution.

Article [of Amendment 10] -- [Neither Foreign Law nor American Judges May Alter the Meaning of Constitution] 

The words and phrases of this Constitution shall be interpreted according to their meaning at the time of their enactment, which meaning shall remain the same until changed pursuant to Article V; nor shall such meaning be altered by reference to the law of nations or the laws of other nations.


We CAN do this starting right here in Oklahoma.  What we need are a few folks to take on the most important project we will probably ever launch as a Tea Party Organization.  We need a group of folks to meet and study these proposals, make changes or additions where we think they are needed.  Then we need this group to develop a detailed plan on getting them introduced and voted on in our State Legislation.  We need to know who in the house and senate are with us and who are not. We need to work with the local Tea Parties in each district to reform or remove anyone who is not going to be on board, To do this we need to get very involved with all of the other Tea Party Groups in Oklahoma. Once we have the formula, we want to reach out to each and every other State TeaParty Organization. I want to be very involved in this effort but am looking for a few really strong people to lead this effort.  If you are interested, please let me know and we can get this effort started.  This is the Real Purpose of all of our Efforts.  To Make a Difference and Save America for our Children and Grandchildren we have to make this happen!  And like Mr. Barnett said in his interview, it will never make it to a Constitutional Convention.  Once we have 30 or so states on board, Congress will propose their own version and get the ball rolling without having to actually do the Convention.   Let me hear from you PLEASE.
Thanks very much

J.W. Berry

Newsletter No. 12

Please visit our website WWW.OKforTEA.Com
To unsubscribe from this newsletter, send an email to JWBerry@OKforTEA.com with the subject “Unsubscribe” in the subject line.
